
 

 

May 25, 2011 

 

Mr. Max Azizi, Director 

Federal Highway Administration 

575 North Pennsylvania Street, Room 254 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

 
RE: STATE OF INDIANA I-94/U.S. Route 421 Economic Development Area Infrastructure Investment 

 

Dear Mr. Azizi,  

 

I write in support of the application for the TCSP 2011 Discretionary Grant submitted by 

LaPorte County, Indiana.  We are supportive of the collaborate efforts between the State of 

Indiana, LaPorte County and the City of Michigan for this important regional economic 

development project.   Its location adjacent to I-94 and U.S. 421 will provide for enhanced 

livability by offering street connectivity as well as access management.   

 

The leveraged local funds currently ($2,000,000) coupled with the request for funding totaling 

$2,522,644 will be used to expedite the completion of this project and drive private sector 

investment of approximately $21,208,750.  The total planned project will include the 

construction of 235,000 square feet of mixed use development.   

 

Lastly, by leveraging both local and private sources of investment for this project, this will 

reduce the need for costly future investment in public improvements and ensure access to jobs, 

services and centers of trade for LaPorte County.   

 

I encourage favorable consideration of the application from LaPorte County, in accordance with 

U.S. law and public policy, because infrastructure projects like this can function as an economic 

stimulus.  This kind of construction project will spur growth in our community at a time when it 

is most needed.  Any questions concerning the merits of the project can be directed to my Grants 

Director at elizabeth.barrett@mail.house.gov. Thank you. 

 

Sincerely, 

Joe Donnelly 

Member of Congress 

mailto:elizabeth.barrett@mail.house.gov

